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Since his retirement from the federal government in 1980, Robert M. Utley has devoted 

himself full time to historical research and writing, consulting, and speaking.  

Throughout his career, in addition to his position with the National Park Service, he 

has written eighteen books, fourteen brochures, thirty introductions or forewords to 

books, more than eighty articles in magazines and professional journals, and uncounted 

book reviews. Six books have been selections of the Book of the Month Club, two 

Quality Paperback Book Club, nine History Book Club (two main selections), and two 

Military Book Club. 
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Haven, Conn.: Yale University Press, 1963), v-xix. 

 

"Introduction," in E. S. Godfrey, Custer's Last Campaign (Palo Alto, Calif.: Lewis 
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"Foreword," in Editors of Time-Life, The Old West (New York: Prentiss Hall and Time-
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"Foreword," in John S. Gray, Custer's Last Campaign: Mitch Boyer and the Little 
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(Urbana and Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 1991), ix-xi. 
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Perspectives on the Indian Campaign of 1874 (College Station: Texas A&M Press, 2008), 
xv-xvi. 

 

 

BROCHURES 
 
 

Custer's Last Stand, with a Narration of Events Preceding and Following (Dayton, Ind., 
p.p., 1949). OP 

 

Fort Union National Monument, New Mexico.  National Park Service Historical Handbook 
Series (Washington, D.C.: G.P.O., 1962).  www.wnpa.org 



ROBERT M. UTLEY 

PUBLICATION RECORD 

PAGE 6 
 
 

Fort Davis National Historic Site, Texas.  National Park Service Historical Handbook 
Series (Washington, D.C.: G.P.O., 1965).  www.wnpa.org 
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D.C.: USAF, 1978), 2-14.  Reprinted as introduction to Paul A. Hutton ed., Soldiers 
West: Biographies from the Military Frontier (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 
1987), 1-10. 
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“The Past and the Future of Old Fort Bowie.” Arizoniana 5 (Winter 1964): 65-60. 
 

"Captain John Pope's Plan of 1853 for the Frontier Defense of New Mexico."  Arizona 
and the West 5 (Summer 1963): 49-63. 
 

"Kit Carson and the Adobe Walls Campaign."  American West 2 (Winter 1965): 4-11. 
 

"The Range Cattle Industry in the Big Bend of Texas."  Southwestern Historical 
Quarterly 69 (April 1966): 419-41. 
 

"Pecos Bill on the Texas Frontier."  American West 6 (January 1969): 4-13, 61-62. 
 

"Arizona Vanquished: Impressions and Reflections Concerning the Quality of Life on a 

Military Frontier."  American West 6 (November 1969): 16-21. 
 



ROBERT M. UTLEY 

PUBLICATION RECORD 

PAGE 8 
 
"Custer: Hero or Butcher?"  American History Illustrated 5 (February 1971): 4-9, 
43-48. 

 

"But for Custer's Sins."  Western Historical Quarterly 2 (October 1971): 357-62. (WHA 
presidential autobiographical essay.) 

 

"Suicide Fight."  American History Illustrated 6 (December 1971): 41-43. 
 

“Echoes of Little Bighorn: Epilogue, Twenty Years Later.” American Heritage 22 (June 
1971): 40-44. 

 

"The Trooper."  American History Illustrated 7 (June 1972): 6-17. 
 

"Yellowstone and the National Park Concept, 1872-1972."  In Daniel Tyler, ed., Western 
American History in the Seventies: Selected Papers Presented to the First Western 
History Conference, Colorado State University, August 10-12, 1972 (Fort Collins, 
Colo., 1972), 7-13. 

 

"General Crook and the Paiutes."  American History Illustrated 8 (July 1973): 
38-42.  Excerpt from Frontier Regulars. 
 

"A Chained Dog: The Indian-Fighting Army.  Military Strategy on the Western Frontier."  
American West 10 (July 1973): 18-24, 61.  Excerpt from Frontier Regulars. 
 

"Archeology and the National Register."  Historical Archaeology 7 (1973): 63-77. 
 

"Collector's Choice: The Gatlings Custer Left Behind."  American West 11 (March 1974): 
24-25. 

 

"Historic Preservation and the Environment."  Colorado Magazine 51 (Winter 1974): 
1-12. 

 

"The Ordeal of Plenty Horses."  American Heritage 26 (December 1974): 15-19, 82-86. 
 

“Historic Preservation and the Environment.” Indiana University Arts and Science 
Review 18 (Winter 1975): 11. 
 

"A Preservation Ideal."  Historical Preservation 28 (April-June 1976): 40-44. 
 

"The Enduring Custer Legend."  American History Illustrated 11 (June 1976): 4-9, 
42-49.  Reprinted in Leonard Dinnerstein and Kenneth T. Jackson, eds., American 
Vistas: 1877 to the Present (3d ed., New York: Oxford University Press, 1979), 3-16. 
 

"The Frontier Army: John Ford or Arthur Penn?" Indian-White Relations: A Persistent 
Paradox, ed. Jane F. Smith and Robert M. Kvasnicka (Washington, D.C.: Howard 



ROBERT M. UTLEY 

PUBLICATION RECORD 

PAGE 9 
 
University Press, 1976), 113-45.  Papers and Proceedings of the National Archives 
Conference on Research in the History of Indian-White Relations. 

 

"Good Guys and Bad: Changing Images of Soldier and Indian."  Periodical (Journal of 
the Council on Abandoned Military Posts) 8 (Fall 1976): 30-41.  Reprinted as a 
brochure by Custer Battlefield Historical and Museum Association, 1978. 

 

(With Barry Mackintosh) "Historic Preservation in a Democracy: The Partnership between 

Government and the Private Sector in the United States."  Monumentum (Journal of the 
International Council on Monuments and Sites), 1976: 12-34. 

 

"Campaigning with Custer."  American West 14 (August 1977): 4-9, 58-60.  Excerpt from 
Life in Custer's Cavalry. 
 

"Beyond Pedagogy: History Out of School."  Western Historical Quarterly 8 (October 
1977): 397-404. 

 

"Portrait for a Western Album [John Lorenzo Hubbell]."  American West 15 (Sep-
tember-October 1978): 10. 

 

"The Presence of the Past: Fort Bowie."  American West 16 (March-April 1979): 14-15, 
55. 

 

"Wounded Knee and Other Dark Images: The West of Dewey Horn Cloud."  American West 16 
(May-June 1979): 5-11.  Excerpt from Indian, Soldier, and Settler. 
 

"The Bluecoats."  American History Illustrated 14 (October 1979): 20-24, 32-34; 
(November 1979): 32-40. 

 

"Presence of the Past: Promontory Summit."  American West 17 (March-April 1980): 
34-39. 

 

"America's National Parks."  American History Illustrated 17 (March 1982): 12-20. 
 

"The Fall of Santa Fe."  American History Illustrated 18 (September 1983): 40-47. 
 

"Commentary on the Worthless Lands Thesis."  Journal of Forest History 27 (July 1983): 
142. 

 

"The Buffalo Soldiers and Victorio."  New Mexico Magazine 62 (March 1984): 47-54.  
 

"War Houses in the Sioux Country: The Military Occupation of the Lower Yellowstone," 

Montana the Magazine of Western History 35 (Autumn 1985): 18-25. 
 

"Billy the Kid and the Lincoln County War," New Mexico Historical Review 61 (April 
1986): 93-120. 



ROBERT M. UTLEY 

PUBLICATION RECORD 

PAGE 10 
 
 

"Historical Commentary: On Digging Up Custer Battlefield," Montana the Magazine of 
Western History 36 (Spring 1986): 80-82. 
 

"Oliver Otis Howard," New Mexico Historical Review 62 (January 1987): 55-64. 
 

"Nelson A. Miles," in Paul A. Hutton, ed., Soldiers West: Biographies from the 
Military Frontier (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1987), 213-27. 
 

"Who Was Billy the Kid?"  Montana the Magazine of Western History 37 (Summer 1987): 2-
11. 

 

"The Military Frontier on the Northern Plains, 1850-1900," in Larry Remele, ed., Fort 
Buford and the Military Frontier on the Northern Plains, 1850-1900 (Bismarck: State 
Historical Society of North Dakota, 1987): 7-21. 

 

"Last Stand."  MHQ: Military Journal of History 1 (Autumn 1988): 114-23. 
 

Sellars, Richard W., and Melody Webb, “An Interview with Robert M. Utley on the 
History of Historic Preservation in the National Park Service, 1947-1980, September 

24, 1985 - December 27, 1985,” Southwest Cultural Resource Center Professional Papers 
No. 26 (1988), 103 pages.  
 

"Crook and Miles: Fighting and Feuding on the Indian Frontier."  MHQ: The Quarterly 
Journal of Military History 2 (Autumn 1989): 81-91.  (Color porfolio of Remington 
paintings, 92-99.)  Reprinted in Robert Cowley, ed., Experience of War (New York: W. 
W. Norton & Co., 1992), 242-52.  

 

"Billy the Kid Country," American Heritage 42 (April 1991): 65-78. 
 

"La Guerre des Sioux dans l'Ouest Américain," in Philippe Jacquin, Terre Indienne: Un 
Peuple Ecrasé, une Culture Retrouvée (Paris: Autrement, 1991), 46-66. 
 

"Geronimo," MHQ: The Quarterly Journal of Military History 4 (Winter 1992): 42-51. 
 

"Whose Shrine Is It?  The Ideological Struggle for Custer Battlefield."  Montana the 
Magazine of Western History 42 (Winter 1992): 70-74. 
 

"The Little Big Horn," in Paul A. Hutton, ed., The Custer Reader (Lincoln: University 
of Nebraska Press, 1992), 239-56. 

 

"Origins of the Great Sioux War: The Brown-Anderson Controversy Revisited."  Montana 
the Magazine of Western History 42 (Autumn 1992): 48-52. 
 

"Sitting Bull."  MHQ: The Quarterly Journal of Military History 5 (Summer 1993): 48-
59. 



ROBERT M. UTLEY 

PUBLICATION RECORD 

PAGE 11 
 
 

"Professor Maclean and General Custer," Montana the Magazine of Western History 43 
(Summer 1993): 75-77. 

 

“On the Outlaw Trail: Are Bad Men Worthy of Serious Study?” Wyoming History News 41 
(October 1994): 1, 4-5, 8. [Address at annual meeting of Wyoming Historical Society, 

Riverton, September 10, 1994.] 

 

“Remarks at the Symposium ‘The Way West,’ Lincoln, Nebraska,” Nebraska History 77 
(Summer 1996): 62-66. 

 

“An Indian Before Breakfast: Kit Carson Then and Now,” in R. C. Gordon-McCutchan, 
ed., Kit Carson: Indian Fighter or Indian Killer? (Boulder: University Press of 
Colorado, 1997), 91-98. 

 

“Custer: How Today Historians Rate Him.” American History, November/December 1997: 
28. 

 

“George Drouillard: Mountain Man,” in Susan Ware, ed., Forgotten Heroes: Inspiring 
American Portraits from Out Leading Historians (New York: Free Press for Society of 
American Historians: 1998), 85-94. 

 

“Forgotten Rangers: Governor Edmund J. Davis’s Frontier Forces, 1870-71,” Ranger 
Dispatch, Issue No.  1 (September 2000), Online: 
www.texasranger.org/dispatch/Backissues/Dispatch_Issue_01.pdf 

 

“Custer and Me,” True West 48 (May/June 2001). 
 

“Los Diablos Tejanos,” MHQ: The Quarterly Journal of Military History 14 (Spring 
2002): 86-95. 

 

“The Texas Ranger Tradition Established: Jack Hays and Walker Creek,” Montana the 
Magazine of Western History 52 (Spring 2002): 2-11. 
 

Foppes, Ellen K., “Present at the Creation: Robert M. Utley Recalls the Beginnings of 
the National Historic Preservation Program,” Public Hisory 24 (Spring 2002): 60-82. 
 

“Texas Ranger Tales,” American Heritage 53 (June/July 2002): 40-47. 
 

“The Bozeman Trail before John Bozeman: A Busy Land,” Montana the Magazine of Western 
History 53 (Summer 2003): 20-31. 
 

“The West,” in “America Unabridged: The Definitive Guide to the Greatest Books about 
Our Past,” American Heritage (November-December 2004): 35-38. 
 



ROBERT M. UTLEY 

PUBLICATION RECORD 

PAGE 12 
 
“Rangers, Regulars, and Comanches,” MHQ: The Quarterly Journal of Military History 17 
(Winter 2005): 6-15. 

 

“Images of the Texas Rangers,” in James A. Crutchfield, ed., The Way West: True 
Stories of the American Frontier (Forge/Western Writers of America, 2005), 257-64. 
 

“The Red River War: Last Uprising in the Texas Panhandle,” MHQ: The Quarterly Journal 
of Military History 20 (Autumn 2007): 74-83. 
 

“Writing the West: History, Geography, and Culture,” in W. C. Jameson, ed., Hot 
Coffee and Cold Truth: Living and Writing the West (Albuquerque: University of New 
Mexico Press, 2007), 169-82. 

 

“The Texas Rangers Then and Now,” Heritage 3 (2007): 12-15. (Texas Historical 
Foundation) 

 

“Peace on Paper, War on the Plains, Wild West 21 (October 2008): 30-37. 
 

“Victorio’s War,” MHQ: The Quarterly Journal of Military History 21 (Autumn 2008): 
20-29. 

 

“Chiricahua Apache Leaders: A Comparison.” Paul Andrew Hutton, ed., Roundup: Western 
Writers of America Present Great Stories of the West from Today’s Leading Western 
Writers (Western Writers of America; Cheyenne: La Frontera Publishing, 2010), 49-61. 
 

 

Also see my website for the most current information: www.robertutley.net 


